
July 31, 2018 

  

The Honorable David Johanson 

Chairman, International Trade Commission 

500 E. Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20436 

  

  

RE:  Tapered Roller Bearings from China Fourth Review 

         Investigation No. 731-TA-344 

(Final)                                                                                                                           

                                                

Chairman Johanson and Commissioners, 

  

I write to express my strong support for the U.S. tapered roller bearing industry’s efforts to 

address dumped imports from China, and urge the Commission to carefully consider the facts 

presented by the domestic industry in Investigation No. 731-TA-344 (Fourth Review) Tapered 

Roller Bearings (TRBs) from China.  The issue before the Commission is whether revocation of 

the antidumping duty order on imports of TRBs from China would likely result in the 

continuation or recurrence of material injury to our domestic industry in the reasonably 

foreseeable future.    

  

I represent the 16th district of Ohio, where the Timken Company, as the original petitioner in this 

case, is headquartered.  The Timken Company is one of the largest employers of my 

constituents.  In recent years, the Timken Company and other domestic manufacturers have 

suffered severe harm from the dumping of tapered roller bearing, also known as TRBs, into the 

U.S. market.  The domestic industry has already had to shutter plants as a result.  In 2009 

Timken closed the Canton bearing facility, and in 2010 Timken closed two TRB plants 

elsewhere in Ohio.  I write in support of the Timken Company and all their workers in advance 

of your final injury determination.  

  

Timken’s Ohio TRB plants include North Canton, Bacyrus, and New Philadelphia.  The TRBs 

produced there help comprise a vital domestic industry, and are used in a wide-array of end 

products, including machinery, cars, agricultural equipment, construction and mining equipment, 

propeller shafts, and wind turbines, among other products.  What’s more, the wages for the 

workers in these facilities averages $24 an hour.  These are high skill jobs that provide livable 

wages for Ohioans.  Both the domestic industry and its accompanying jobs will risk being 

destroyed if the anti-dumping order is revoked.  

  

Absent an affirmative determination, it is likely China will flood the U.S. market with 

underpriced TRBs, causing irreparable harm to the domestic TRB industry and our local 

economy.  The U.S. Department of Commerce’s expedited review of this matter recently found 

that revocation of the antidumping duty order on TRBs from China would likely lead to margins 

of dumping at a rate of up to 60.25%.  Such imports would seriously injure the domestic industry 

by shrinking market share, decreasing capacity utilization, and creating flat or declining 



employment within the domestic TRB industry.  This would also make it extremely difficult for 

domestic manufacturers to maintain and upgrade affected plants.    

  

China is currently believed to be the world’s largest producer of TRBs, along with the 

second largest exporter.  In 2017, China further fueled global overcapacity by producing 

an estimated 231.8 million TRBs.  While this is nearly three times the number of TRBs 

produced by the U.S. domestic industry, China’s current five year plan nevertheless calls 

for further growth in TRB production and an increased focused on exporting TRBs 

through 2020.  This is at the same time that imports from China have already been found to 

be underselling U.S. product by an average margin of 46%.  Domestic producers will not be able 

to effectively compete if the antidumping order is revoked. 

  

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to make an affirmative final determination that the revocation 

of the antidumping duty order on imports of TRBs from China would likely result in the 

continuation or recurrence of material injury to the domestic TRB industry.  Renewal of the 

antidumping order is desperately needed to protect our domestic producers from unfair trading 

practices that distort the market.  Our local manufacturers depend on a level playing field, and I 

sincerely hope that upon reviewing the record the Commission will conclude that an affirmative 

final determination is warranted in this case.  

  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  I sincerely appreciate the work this Commission 

does to ensure our domestic workers and industries do not suffer from unfair trading practices 

abroad.  
 


